	
BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall
[bookmark: _GoBack] on Wednesday, 12th September, 2018 at 7.30pm



             
	 
 In attendance:

	Councillors:
	R Taylor (Chairman)
P Bullen, D Dempsey, A Guttridge, A Hubbard, P Hutchings and R Lester 


	Also Present:                          
	 District Councillor M Creffield
 Three local residents representing The Bugle and Keep Bildeston Beautiful
 D Blackburn



	The Chairman, Councillor R Taylor, welcomed everyone to the meeting.







	
C48/18/19     

	
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Dempsey County Councillor Lindsay.


	
C49/18/19     
	   
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS

 The following declarations of non-pecuniary interest were made:

 Chamberlin Hall Management Committee – Councillor P Hutchings
 Kings Pightle Management Committee – Councillors Hubbard, Lester & Taylor; 
 Sportsfield Management Committee – Councillors Dempsey, Lester & Taylor; and
 Parochial Church Council – Councillor Lester

Councillor Hubbard o declared an interest and left the meeting (Minute C51/18/19 refers) as his wife was Treasurer of The Bugle and that body was seeking a grant from the Parish Council.


	
C50/18/19     
	    
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

	It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 12th July, 2018 be signed by the Chairman as a correct record.


	
C51/18/19     	
	
PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE A MULTI_FUNCTIONAL DEVICE (MFD) WITH COPYING FACILITIES

Mr Alan Jacobs submitted a proposal, on behalf of The Bugle, to purchase a multi-functional copier with a range of document finishing features. It would be used principally, for the production of The Bugle but also would be available for use by other groups within the village. Councillor Hutchings confirmed that the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee had agreed that the copier could be kept at Chamberlin Hall. Current arrangements for printing The Bugle using an old stencil copier were due to cease in December 2018, meaning that alternative arrangements were necessary to safeguard the future of The Bugle.

There was a wide-ranging discussion about the cost, potential sources of grant funding, whether to purchase outright or lease the equipment, its availability for use by community groups rather than individual persons and the quality of the documents that could be produced.

It was AGREED: That the Parish Council supports the proposal to purchase the copier in principle, subject to further information being submitted to the next meeting, particularly in respect of the availability of grant funding and the financial contribution sought from the Parish Council.


	
C52/18/19

	
PROPOSAL FOR MILL LANE “SPRUCE UP” PROJECT

Mr John Beales submitted a proposal, on behalf of Keep Bildeston Beautiful, to make improvements along Mill Lane. He cited the fact that the river was “choked” with debris and the path had many brambles across it. The views of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust had been obtained and they had advised that the project would be best be undertaken from October onwards. The objective of the project was to improve the local environment and make using the area a more pleasant experience for local people.

Matters considered at the meeting included the hire and siting of a skip, insurance cover for volunteers, the preparation of a risk assessment for the project and the supply of personal protective equipment.

It was AGREED: That the proposal be supported in principle, subject to further details being submitted to the next (or a future) meeting. 


	
C53/18/19

	
DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

DIstrict Councillor Creffield reported on a range of issues including:

· The outcome of the Local Government Boundary Review of Babergh District, as a result of which, Bildeston would form part of the North West Cosford Ward, along with the villages of Hitcham, Brettenham, Kettlebaston, Preston St Mary and Thorpe Morieux.  A full copy of the report and an interactive map were available via www.lgbce.org.uk; The new arrangements would come into force at the District and Parish Council elections in May 2019.

· The identification of a 5-year land supply in Babergh District for development which, theoretically, would put the Planning Authority in a stronger position to refuse permission in respective of speculative planning applications.


	
C54/18/19

	
COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

County Councillor Lindsay had submitted a written report and the matters within it that were discussed at the meeting were:

· An assurance given by the County Council that verge cutting would be completed by Friday, 14th September in and around Bildeston, following the slippage of these works which were originally due to be undertaken in July.
· A new policy had been introduced by the County Council that it would not be supplying grit heaps in the winter owing to the damage that they could cause to hedges and other vegetation. It was also suggested that exposure to the elements in piles made the grit less effective in treating ice. Grit bins would be replenished. Bins had to be purchased by Parish Councils and had to be yellow in colour unless they were in a conservation area.


It was AGREED: That an extra grit bin be purchased for siting at the top of Church Hill.


	
C55/18/19     

	
VILLAGE TRAFFIC SPEED AND SAFETY ISSUES

Further to the publication of an article in The Bugle in accordance with Minute No.C38/18/19, there had been no support received to the proposal by a local parishioner to have a “Children Playing” sign erected at the junction of Rotheram Road and Artiss Close. Therefore, it would not be pursued. However, an enquiry had been received from a local resident regarding the possible introduction of a 20mph speed limit. This prompted a wide-ranging discussion about the County Council’s position in not authorising sites in the village for use of speed monitoring equipment, the possibility of introducing a 20mph speed limit across the whole of the village and the transitions between the national speed limit and 30mph speed limit on the roads entering Bildeston.

A local resident had raised their concerns about vehicles going the wrong way around Brooksfield. Councillor Hubbard has been asked to examine the quality of road markings in the village and based upon the photographs presented at the meeting, the consensus was that priorities for re-lining were:

· The junction at the bottom of Wattisham Road with High Street
· The junction of Duke Street with High Street
· The junction of Ipswich Road with High Street
· The junction of Brooksfield with Wattisham Road including the “No Entry” sign on the road.
· The east side of High Street near the Market Square 

It was AGREED: That the Parish Council would seek the views of County Councillor Lindsay on the prospects for further traffic calming/management measures, in and around the village, and seeking his support for new white lining of the roads.

A local resident had again raised his concerns following a further recent collision by a lorry with his property. It had been agreed previously that the County Council be urged to provide a bollard at the road junction outside the property and that County Councillor Lindsay should be asked to meet with the resident to discuss the situation and seek the introduction of appropriate safety measures.


	
C56/18/19     

	
REMEMBRANCE

Members of the Parish Council considered arrangements for the centenary of the commemoration of the ending of the First World War. The following updates were provided:

· Councillor Lester submitted a list of varied and interesting proposals from a representative of the Parish Church 
· Councillor Hutchings reported upon an event being held at Chamberlin Hall in late October, with a tea party for veterans, display of memorabilia etc. along with a series of film clips that he was preparing
· Councillor Hubbard reported that the War Memorials Trust had advised not  to clean the War Memorial
· Councillor Bullen reported that he was seeking confirmation that servicemen from Wattisham would parade in the village on Remembrance Sunday and had been in contact with Lieutenant Colonel Robbie Silk about this matter
· The Clerk reported that the Parish Council normally purchased a wreath and make a donation of £100 to the Royal British Legion 

The consensus was that a coordinated programme of activities should be held in the village to mark Remembrance.


It was AGREED:

a. That an article be prepared and placed in The Bugle by Councillor Lester in respect of Remembrance activities and events in the village;
b. That steps be taken to liaise with representatives of Chamberlin Hall and the Baptist Hall with a view to transferring the display assembled for the Chamberlin Hall tea party to the Baptist Church Hall for Remembrance Sunday;
c. That Councillor Hubbard liaises with Sue Andrews over memorabilia that might be obtained to contribute to the display;
d. That the position with regard to the War Memorial be noted and the surrounding area be cleared of weeds and swept before Remembrance Sunday; and
e. That a wreath be purchased and a donation of £100 be given to the Royal British Legion.


	
C57/18/19     

	
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES (UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF OTHER BODIES)

The Annual General Meeting of the Kings Pightle Trust would be held at the Sportsfield Pavilion on Thursday, 13th September, 2018 at 8.00pm. Councillor Lester presented a copy of the papers for the meeting to the Clerk. Details would be reported to the AGM of the investment of funds from the Henry Morphew estate.

Councillor Hutchings reported on the collaborative effort that went into holding BNatural. There had been positive feedback from attendees. The Chairman commended Chamberlin Hall Management Committee on the way that they had stepped in to ensure that the event went ahead and was so successful.


	
C58/18/19     
	
PARISH COUNCIL AMENITIES

Councillor Hubbard reported that the clock had been repaired and was in good working order. The services of a surveyor were required to determine what repairs should be undertaken to the clock tower and Councillor Guttridge would pursue this.


	
C59/18/19     

	
CLERK’S REPORT   

The Clerk submitted an Action Plan on matters that were being dealt with by the Parish Council and their current status. This would be kept up to date and submitted to meetings, generally on a quarterly basis depending upon the amount of business on each agenda.


	
C60/18/19














	
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS
  
It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:


	
	Payee
	Description
	Budget Category
	Amount
(inc. VAT)

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay*
	Salaries & Expenses
	£166.49

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses*
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	
	David Blackburn
	Clerk's Pay
	Salaries & Expenses
	£166.49

	
	David Blackburn
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£18.00

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance*
	Salaries & Expenses
	£366.22

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£44.00

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Grounds Maintenance*
	Salaries & Expenses
	£514.69

	
	Adrian Chinery
	Expenses
	Salaries & Expenses
	£102.00

	
	Robin Taylor
	Payment made on behalf of Parish Council to ICT Domain supplier
	ICT & Website
	£39.47

	
	Robin Taylor
	Payment made on behalf of Parish Council to SMS Sharepoint supplier
	ICT & Website
	£215.71

	
	Command Pest Control
	Mole Treatment
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£90.00

	
	Command Pest Control
	Wasp Nest
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£48.00

	
	Haward Horological Ltd
	Clock Service
	Clock Tower Maintenance
	£350.00

	
	BNatural
	Grants
	Community Grants
	£750.00

	
	JRB Enterprises
	Dog Bin Bags
	Playgrounds & Open Spaces
	£195.54

	
	· Indicates retrospective approvals of payments made during August holiday period.

Following the payment of a grant to BNatural, it was agreed that the Grants Reserve be replenished with the transfer of £1000 from the General Fund.


	
C61/18/19








	
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

	Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

	Reference
	DC/18/03719

	Proposal
	Householder Planning Application - Erection of a two-storey side extension

	Location
	44 Rotheram Road, Bildeston, Ipswich, Suffolk IP7 7TQ

	Representation to Planning Authority
	No objection




Planning Appendix B: Planning Applications Decisions by Babergh District Council

	Reference
	B/15/01628

	Proposal
	Discharge of Conditions for Application - Condition 3 (Fenestration)

	Location
	Bildeston Baptist Church, Duke Street, Bildeston, Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7EW

	Decision
	Granted





	
C62/18/19
	
PUBLIC SESSION   

There were no matters raised.


	
C63/18/19
	
MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor Hubbard reported that work on providing a secure fixing for the Christmas tree in the Market Place had almost been completed.

Councillor Hutchings undertook to liaise with members of the Chamberlin Hall Management Committee regarding whether it would like to receive the spare noticeboard obtained by the Parish Council when the bus timetable noticeboard was replaced recently, on the Clock Tower.

Councillor Lester reported that the Sportsfield Management Committee had received an invoice from Vertas for grass cutting when, it was understood, that the contract had been cancelled. The invoice would be forwarded to the Clerk so that he could liaise with Vertas over the matter.

There was a brief discussion about grass cutting arrangements and the Clerk undertook to place an item on the agenda for a future meeting after the end of the grass cutting season, so that the current service could be reviewed.

The meeting closed at 9.37pm.


Chairman ………………………………………    Date …………………………………………





